Platform of the Peoples Party, 

IN CITY CONVENTION, MARCH 20, 1896. 

WITH SHORT EXPLANATION. 


The People’s party of the city of Mil¬ 
waukee, in convention assembled this 
20th day of March, 1896, stands by the 
principles heretofore enunciated in its 
platforms, and pledges itself to radical 
reforms in all city affairs. 

The first aim of all measures for the 
improvement of existing conditions in 
municipal affairs is to secure public 
control . of all public utilities. The 
mainspring of all political corruption 
in the administration of public affairs 
is the influence of private corpora¬ 
tions, which, in order to maintain the 
power to enrich themselves at the ex¬ 
pense of the people, use all means fair 
or foul to control the men who make 
and execute the laws. For this reason 
we hold that public control of public 
utilities will abolish to a large extent 
the motive existing for political cor¬ 
ruption. 

In detail we demand the following 
reforms: 

1. City ownership of all street car 
lines, gas works, electric light plants 
and telephones, just as in the case with 
our water works. 

It has been proven the only true solu¬ 
tion of the so-called monoply question 
is the public ownership of all monopo¬ 
lies. 

And especially public utilities should 
be owned by the public. 

’Tis true competition in public utili¬ 
ties has been advocated by some, as 
a remedy. But surely it can never 
succeed. Private corporations are not 
in business for the love of humanity, 
nor for general charity. They are in 
business for profit only. 

It has been said over and over again 
that “a ^corporation has no soul.” 
That is wrong. It has a soul, and the 
“profit” is that soul. And all corpora¬ 
tions as well as private individuals in 
business, must try to make on their in¬ 
vestment as much profit as possible. 

And while corporations may for a 
while try to increase their profits by 
making war on each other they will in 
the end always find it more profitable' 
to combine. 

And then, the public has to pay the 
price set by the united corporations— 
a price, which invariably includes the 
expense of the previous industrial war, 


plus the interest and dividends of the 
“watered” stock, which forms the gold 
bridge upon which these "captains of 
industry” meet and shake hands. 

This has been the course of “compe¬ 
tition” with all great corporations in 
all countries and cities all over the 
civilized world. 

Competition has necessarily always 
killed competition in the eqd, and has 
ended in a monopoly. Especially in 
public utilities, which by their very 
nature are more or less of a monopoly. 

And this being the case, why should 
not the public who has to maintain 
the monopoly also derive the profit 
from it? 

Why should not the public by whose 
pennies or dollars the monopoly ex¬ 
ists, also derive the benefit of the pub¬ 
lic's own pennies or dollars? 

Why not? 

Wherever public ownership has been 
tried it has proved to be an unqualified 
success morally and financially. 

Wherever it has been tried it has 
filled the treasury and has diminished 
corruption. 

The experience of many other cities 
proves it. The experience our own 
city has had with the water depart¬ 
ment proves it. Should all public 
utilities pass into the hands of the city 
the profits derived thereby would be 
sufficient to wipe out every cent of mu¬ 
nicipal taxes now paid by our citizens. 

We are well aware that the co-opera¬ 
tion of the state legislature is neces¬ 
sary for the enactment of these re¬ 
forms. But so it is for all thorough 
changes. And the often mentioned 
boo-ga-boo, the contract of the city 
with the street railway company'which 
is alleged to last to 1924—is in fact 
boo-ga-boo only. The people of Wis¬ 
consin through its legislature can at 
any time condemn the street railway 
to the ownership of the public, to 
which it naturally belongs, being a 
public highway. And even if such 
proceedings should be delayed by the 
corrupting influences of the capitalists, 
the city could build parallel lines, if 
necessary. And the city not having 
any dividends to pay on watered stock 
could soon drive the private corpora¬ 
tion out of business. 


Where there’s a will there’s a way. 
And in this case there are many ways. 
And the other question—the “question” 
of the necessary funds for the acquisi¬ 
tion of the public utilities could be 
solved by the city just as easily. 

The charter of the city could either 
be changed by the legislature for that 
purpose, as it necessarily will have to 
be changed anyway. Or the assessed 
property of the city could be valued 
higher by the board of taxation, but 
the rate of the assessment at the same 
time made correspondingly lower. By 
such a proceeding the tax rate would 
remain unchanged for every individual 
but the city would be enabled to issue 
the bonds necessary for the acquisition 
of the public utilities. 

It is self-understood though that un¬ 
der no circumstances should the city 
pay more than their actual value of 
these utilities. Having a water de¬ 
partment of our own we ought surely 
not be willing to pay for “water in the 
stocks." 

2. Abolition of the contraot system 
in public work. 

Most all the boodling in our public 
affairs is done either by the great cor¬ 
porations or by the contractors. These 
two agencies are the constant source 
of corruption in our public affairs. 
There is nowadays very little money 
stolen from the city directly, the mod¬ 
ern system of bookkeeping being so 
exact. But the sums that are annually 
squandered and boodled away by con¬ 
tracts are simply exhorbitant. If the 
contract system would be abolished 
laboring men could receive far better 
wages, work only 8 hours and the city 
would still save large sums every year. 

3. City and county bonds should be 
issued in small denominations so as to 
give the citizens an opportunity to pur¬ 
chase the same for the investment of 
their small savings. 

The benefit of this is self-evident. 
The working men and small business 
men would not be compelled to bring 
their small savings to the banks where 
they are very apt to lose them, as we 
have seen of late. And the interest 
on the bonds would also remain in the 
city and not go to the East, to Eng¬ 
land, Germany, etc. 

4. The city should furnish the nec¬ 
essary text books free of charge to all 
children attending the public schools. 

If the city is to furnish to all the 
children the means of a public school 
education, then this would not only in¬ 


clude the teachers and the schools, but 
also the books and writing material. 
For what good is the school and the 
teachers to a child who cannot attend 
the school on account of not being able 
to buy the books and utensils? The 
experiment of furnishing free books 
and utensils has been tried in a good 
many cities, even in our state, and has 
proven to be a success. The expense 
would not, exceed |75,000 for the first 
year and $15,000 for every year follow¬ 
ing. Larger sums than that are 
boodled away on any single contract. 

5. Reduction of excessively high 
salaries and increase of pay of under¬ 
paid city employes and the payment of 
all fees into the public treasury. 

This plank needs no further explana¬ 
tion. 

6. All city water rates should be 
uniform. 

At the present time large consumers 
and manufacturers get a lower rate 
than other citizens. Now this is non¬ 
sensical. While the average citizen 
needs hisi water for drinking, cooking 
and washing, the manufacturer makes 
money out of the city water and he 
surely ought not to pay less than that 
plain citizen. A merchant or a manu¬ 
facturer does not pay any less for a 
postal stamp because he uses many of 
them. This rule must hold good in all 
our public utilities. 

7. The city should be independent 
in managing its own affairs and free 
from dictation by the state legislature. 

At the present time our affairs are 
managed largely by the farmers and 
shyster lawyers in the state legislature 
in Madison. Now the average hayseed 
has very little understanding for the 
needs of a great city even when hon¬ 
est. But those country pettifogers are 
especially willing to sell out. to corpor¬ 
ations in matters pertaining to large 
cities because they can do it easier 
without loosing votes. 

8. The consolidation of the city and 
county government. 

Our board of supervisors has proved 
to be a public nuisance. It is constant¬ 
ly connected with some scandal, from 
big $200,000 boodles down to trying to 
corrupt poor women who apply for 
help. All the actual work could be 
done easier by the board of aldermen. 
The neighboring townships where 
densely populated ought to be annexed 
to the city; the others given to the 
neighboring counties with which their 
sphere of local interests is identical. 



9. No private citizen, corporation 
or society should be given police au¬ 
thority. 

The Humane society and its “vener¬ 
able” agent R. D. Whitehead ought to 
be sufficient as a warning to the peo¬ 
ple. And while R. D. Whitehead was 
re-elected by the private society as an 
agent in spite of the overwhelming 
evidence against him, a supervisor for 
instance was repudiated by the voters 
for improperly approaching a woman. 
The difference of treatment is certainly 
marked. But this plank 'if carried 
would also prevent corporations from 
using Pinkerton detectives, private 
policemen and other tools for over¬ 
awing common citizens. 

10. The people should be allowed to 
pay their taxes in installments during 
the year with a small percentage for 
delayed payments. No property should 
be sold for delinquent taxes, but after 
a certain time should be forfeited to 
the city and remain in public posses¬ 
sion. 

This would be a great relief for the 
small tax payers and would also pre¬ 
vent real estate sharks from gobbling 
up tax titles. The city could also in 
this way procure valuable property 
which it could use for school houses 
and other purposes instead of that 
property going to the land sharks. 

11. The establishment of public 
pawnshops to eradicate the evils of 
chattel mortgago sharks. 

It’s bad enough that we have to ad¬ 
mit that the citizens of this great and 
rich country need such an institution. 
But its need is obvious. Workingmen 
under the present system are often 
out of work without their own fault 
and then they are at the mercy of the 
chattel mortgage fiends. Cases have 
been' shown where poor people still 
owed the original loan after having 
paid the sum twice over in interest 
within a few months. Cases where 
a rate of interest from 160 per cent 
to 300 per cent, per annum is charged 
are quite frequent. The chattel mort¬ 
gage fiends fix the bonds so that the 
law cannot reach them. A city insti¬ 
tution could he made self-supporting 
even with a very low rate of interest. 

12. The city and county should fur¬ 
nish employment to those in need of 
work. 

The city and county could do that 
very easily by using the people for the 
improvements of the streets and other 
public works. But these workmen 


should never be used as common man¬ 
ual laborers where the introduction of 
machinery is possible. Common man¬ 
ual labor without machines is almost 
valueless nowadays. It is in con¬ 
nection with the machine that the 
civilized laborer of the last decade of 
the 19th century is able to produce 
superior results. 

13. The People’s party announces 
itself in favor of the repeal of the tax- 
dodging laws passed by the last legis¬ 
lature, which was composed of both 
Republicans and Democrats. It points 
with scorn to the hypocrisy of the 
pledges of each of these two parties in 
view of their well known records, as 
being wholly controlled by the corpor¬ 
ations. 

Although the last legislature was 
overwhelmingly Republican the main 
“heeler” of the corporation and the 
greatest engineer of corrupt schemes 
was a Democrat. And this is charac¬ 
teristic of all our legislative bodies. 
There is in fact only a difference be¬ 
tween the two parties as far as the 
occupation of the offices is concerned. 
Otherwise there is none. They are 
both organized bands of exploiters, 
who systematically fleece the people. 
The tax dodging law, engineered by a 
Democrat and passed by a Republican 
legislature, is but one example of 
many. Only the People’s party can 
bring relief and even the People’s 
party only then when it comes to the 
top without any fusions or alliances 
with the old parties. 

14. Prior to absolute city ownership 
and as a step in the direction of pub¬ 
lic control of public utilities, the party 
pledges itself, if successful in the elec¬ 
tions, to immediately use every en¬ 
deavor, both by municipal, ordinance 
and state laws, and such other pro¬ 
ceedings as may be necessary, to com¬ 
pel the street railway company to fur¬ 
nish cheap transportation for the peo¬ 
ple. 

Where there is a will there is a way. 
If the People’s party gets into power 
free from any alliances or fusions with 
the old parties, as we Intend to keep 
the party by all means, then we will 
immediately show the monopolies 
many a trick, and cheap transporta¬ 
tion will by no means be the greatest 
of them. 

15. Its candidates stand pledged by 
accepting nominations, if elected to 
carry out this platform by every re¬ 
source within their power. 


platform tier tpolhapavtet 


3? ii r b i c gegentodrtige 
2Ji uni3it>aI = 3DBa^I. 

(2Jtit ©rlduterungen.) 


„2)ie SSoIfSpartei bon fDtilroaufee 
belennt fid) ju ben fritter bon if)r in 
ibrenipiatformen oerfunbeten®rnnb= 
fdfeen unb oerpflicbtet fic^ jut Cinfitb= 
rung robitaler IReformen » n alien 
ftdbtifdben Mgelegenbeiten. 

„2)aS oberfte 3iel afler 2J?apnabmen 
ftir bte 93erbffferung ber befiebenben 
municipalen Sferbaltniffe liegt in ber 
©idjerung ber Controlle itber afle®in= 
ridjtungen, Slnfagen oberSetiiebe, bie 
dffentlidjen SBebtirfniffen bienen(Con= 
trol of public Utilities). $>ie fjaupt= 
triebfeber filr ade Corruption in bet 
Sertoaltung offeutlicbedlngelegenbeU 
ten liegt in bem Cinflup, ben prioate 
Corporutionen auSiiben.Unt biefdfadjt 
nu bebaupten, fid) auf Soften be§33oI= 
feS ju bereidjern, toenben fie ade ge= 
redjten u. ungeredjten Vittel an, um 
bie?J?ttnner, toeldje unfere ©efepe ma= 
djen unb auSfiibren, ju controfli= 
ren. MS biefein ©runbc balten 
tbit bie Seberrfcbung abet i)ffent= 
lidjen Cinridpungen (public UtilU 
ties) flir ein TOttel, bie jur polt= 
tifdjen Corruption binfii^rcnben 58e= 
toeggriinbe junt gropen jL^eil ju 
befeitigen. 

„3m SBefonberen berlangen toir bie 
folgenben Uteformen: 

1) Me ©trapenbabnlinien, ©q§= 
tberte, ClectricitdtSanlagen unb 
Selepbonlinien finb, gernbe toie 
unfere SBaffertoerfe, in ftdbiifdjen 
29e|ip ju iiberfiibren. 

®S ift fd)on tnieberbolt betoiefen root: 
ben : $ie einjige tuabre Sbfung ber 
fogenonnten ^onopol'.grage" ift bie 
Uebernabme atler fDIonopole burd) bie 
organijtrte ®efellfd)aft (butd) ben Stoat 
ober bie Commune). 


Unb befonberS Mflalten, toeldje ber 
Mgemeinbeit bienen, follten ftets in 
©enieinbefip fein. 

SonCinjelnen toirb jroar ber Son!ur= 
renj=53etrieb Don bffentlicben Mftalten 
alS fteilmittel fiir fojiale Sdjdben ange» 
priefen. 

Met, bap eine foldje Mfid)t irtig, 
ift augenfcbeinlid). 

iprioat=fPerfonen ober iPrioat;Sorpo= 
rationen betreiben ibr ©efdbdft nid)t 
auS Siebe jur 2Renfd)beit, ober 
auS 93armberjigfeit im Mgemeinen. 
Sie betreiben ibr ©efdjdft beS $ r o 5 
f i t e S toegen. 

2)ie banale ipbrafe, bap „Sorpo= 
rationen feine Seele baben", toirb 
bdufig toieberbolt. SDie tfbtafe ift un= 
toabr. Sorporationen baben eitteSeele; 
ber ^ r 0 f i t ift biefe Seele. 

Unb aKe Sorporationen, fotuie'^Bti’ 
oat=iperfonen, bie ein @efd)dft betreis 
ben, oerfudben nun auf iljre Mlage 
fo biel profit berauSjufdjlagen toie nur 
mdglid). 

Unb obfdbon Sorporationen einanber 
jeitroeilig beS iprofiteS megen betdmpfen 
mbgen, fo lommen fie, falls bie ftdrtere 
bie fcbrodcbere auS irgenb toeldbem 
©runbe nidjt bernidbten !ann, febrbalb 
jur Cinfidjt, bap eS toeit profitabier file 
fie ift, toenn fic ficb tnit einanber ber- 
b i n b en _ 

Unb bann mup baS ipublitum ben 
bon i b n e n • feftgefepten $rei§ bejab= 
len —ein ipreiS, ber ftets bie Soften beS 
borbergebenben 3nbuftrie*SricgeS cin= 
fdpiept, fotoie bie '-Projente unb ®ibi- 
benbe auf baS „bertudfferte" 91 f t i e n= 
S a p i t a I. ®iefeS leptere bilbetbie 
golbene 33rlide, auf ber bie mobernen 
3nbuftrie4?6nige einanber begegnen, 
um tfrieben ju fdpiepen. 

SoIcbeS toar bisber unauStoeid)lid) 
bie 39abn ber Sontunenj, fotoeit grope 
Sorporationen in Sctrqdjt lommen, in 
alien fidnbettt unb Stdbten ber moben 
nen jibilifirten ^Delt. 



<®ie Confurrenj bat am ©nbe immer 
bie. jConlurrenj flctObtct. 5)aS ©nbe 
mar immer ein 'Dionopol. 

Unb befonberS if! bieS ber 5aU mit 
2 lnftalten, bie dffentlid)en ®ebiirfniifen 
bienen, bie alfo, ber fflatur ber ©ad)e 
nacb, mebr ober roeniger eiu dffentlicbeS 
Blonopol fein m il f f e n, rote ©tra* 
fjenbabnen, SBege, SBafferroerte, Se- 
leud)tung8''9lnlagen u. f. ro. 

Unb ba foId)eS ber 3atl, rcarnm 
foflte benn bann nidjt bie ©emeinbe, 
roeflen berer bod) biefe 'Jlnlngen ejiftW 
reti, unb bur# beren gemeinfameS 3 U= 
fammenroitlen fie erbalten roerben,aud) 
ben profit biefer Btonopole jieben ? 

SBarum nid)t ? 

SBo immer bie „gemeinfame ©igen> 
tbilmerfcbaft" bon 6ffenttid)en 9lnfialten 
derfudjt morben ift, be bat fi# biefelbe 
moralifd) foroie finanjieQ berodbrt. 

2 Bo immer biefelbe eingefiibrt rourbe, 
ba bat fie bie dffentlicben Caffen ge= 
flidt unb bie iJffentlicbe Corruption 
berminbert. 

®ie ©rfabrung bieler anberet ©tdb* 
te lebrt baS. ®ie ©rfabrung bie un= 
fere ©tabt mit ibren iBafferroerlcn ge* 
ma#t, lebrt baS. SGBUrben bie bffent- 
lidjen Slnftalten fammt unb fonberS 
in fidbtifdjen SBefife iibergeben, fo roiirbe 
ber profit (lelbfi bei biel bdberen 25b 3 
nen unb befferem SBetriebe immer no#) 
genligen, urn fdmmtli#e 2Jlunijipal* 
©teuern tlberfliiffig ju ma#en. 

2 Bir miffen febt roobl, bafe jur Dur#= 
fttbrung biefer Sfafotmen, bie 3Kittoir= 
lung ber@taat3=2egislatur notbroenbig 
ift. Slber biefe ift notbroenbig jur 
$ur#fiibrung jeber Reform. 

Unb ber bielerrodbnte tpopanj, — 
ndmli# ber „Contralt", ben bie ©tabt 
mit ber ©trajjenbabn . ©efedfe^aft an= 
gebli# bis jum 3abre 1924 abgef#Iof* 
fen-iftebennureinipopanj. $aS33oll 
bon SBiSconftn lann but# feine 2egi§= 
latur ju irgenb einet 3eit bie ©trafeen* 
babnen bur# ein ©EpropriationS=5Ber» 
fabren bem 6ffentli#en SBeftfee juroen* 
ben, "bent fie als 6ffentli#er 33erlebrS= 


roeg berfJlatur ber ©a#e na# fa eigent* 
tub angebbren. 

Unb roenn ein foI#e3 Serfabren in 
folge ber furrupten ©infliiffe ber Capi* 
taliflen berjfigert roetben follte, fo 
fdnnte bie ©tabt iparatler = Sfiabnen 
bauen. Unb ba bie ©tabt feine 5Dibi= 
benbe auf ein berrodfferteS attiem 
Capital, unb leine ©teuern=3ntereffen 
u. f. ro. ju bejabten bdtte, fo roitrbe bie 
Bribat;Corporation gegen biefe „Con- 
lurrenj" ni#t Iange befteben !6n» 
nen. 

Unb bie anoere gragebie fjrage, 
roie bie jum 2lntauf notbroenbigen 
ftonbS ju bef#affen finb, — ift eben= 
falls lei#t genug ju Iftfen. 

$ie ©tabt lann ju biefem 3™^ 
SBonbS (S#ulbderf#teibungen) au3ge= 
ben, unb ter ©barter unferer ©tabt 
lann bur# bie fiegiSlatur entfprecbenb 
gednbert roerben, ba ber ©batter ja 
bo# gednbert rorben muff. 

Ober, ber ©runbroertb beS fteuer= 
baren ©igentbumS lann bdber einge= 
f#dfct, aber bie 2l{fe{5ment=9tate 
glei#jeitig in bemfelben SSerbdltniffe 
erniebrigt roerben. 2)ur# ein foldjeS 
Sorgeben roiirbe ber ©teuerbetrag jroar 
feine Slenberung erleiben, aber bie 
©tabt roiirbe baburd) in bie Cage ge= 
fefct roerben, neue SonbS auSjugeben, 
um bie dffentlidben Wnftalten anlaufen 
ju fdnnen. 

©3 ift aber felbftberftdnblid), bafe bie 
©tabt unter leinenUmftdnben 
mebt bejablt, als biefe 3lnftalten t b a t= 
f d d) l i cb roertb ftnb. ®er nomi^ 
nelle „2Utiert*2Bertb“ ift ndmlidb ftetS 
geroaltig „berrodffert". Uno ba bie 
©tabt ibre „SBafferroerfe" felbft eignet, 
fo roitb fie ftd) bocb bitten, fiir „’attien= 
Staffer" ©elb ju bejablen . .. 

2. $aS Sontraftfpftem bei SBers 
gebung dffentlidjer ^rbeiten ifl ab= 
jufdiaffen. 

2)aS mcifte Subeln in unferem ftdb= 
tifeben iffiefen ge|(biebt beutjuiage ent: 
,toeber auf SSeranlaffung ber grofeen 
spridatsCorporationen ,ober 


burd) bic $ o n tra ! t o ten. $?ot= 
porationen unb $ontrattor.n: baS firb 
bie beiDen fcaupt; gattoren fUr aQe 
Corruption in ©etneinbe = 2Xncj«. te^ 
genbeiten. 3” Solge ber ejatten 33ud)= 
fflbtunfl unb genauen Ueberroadjung 
tann be'utgutage ndmlid) nut no$ febr 
felten b i r e 11 geftobten roerben, obne 
bofe bie ©ad)e fofort entbedt roirb. 
3ebod) bie ©ummen, roeldje i n b i = 
r e 11 burd) Sfontrafte ben 33ettern, 
©piefjgefellen unb „ft den Slbeilbnbern" 
gugebubeit roerben, finb gerabegu ejor= 
bitant. SBenn ba§ Kontrattfpftem ab= 
gefdjafft roiirbe, fo tflnnte man 
bie 25t)ne bei alien ?lrbeiten fiir bie 
©tabt bebeutenb erpftben, bie ad)tft(in= 
bige 2lrbeitSgeit felb^toetficinblicb burd)= 
flibren, — unb bann nod) geroaltige 
©uminen fparen, bie jefct an ben 
,,'Etittelmann", an ben Jtontrattor 
geben. 

3) ©tabt= unb 6ounit)=S3onb§ finb 
in tleinen SBetriigen auSgugeben,bamit 
bie 33iirger ©elegenbeit erbalten, ibre 
tleinen ©rfparniffe geroinnbringenb 
angulegen. 

$er S3nrtbeil biefeS SBerfabrenS fiir 
bie SBenolterung ift augenfpringtnb. 
Oer Slrbeiter unb ber Stleinbiirger 
rodre bann nid)t gegroungen, feine et= 
roaigen tleinen ©rfparniffe 
ben „33anten" angubertiauen, um fie 
bort eoentuell gu tterlieren, roie 
baS jiingft fo manebem Slrbeitet 
unb Jlemem Btann" paffirte." Unb 
bie 3> n f ct t fiir bie SonbS, roeld)e 
auS ben 3afcben ber biefiflen Siirger 
tommen, toiirben bann niiit nad) bem 
Often, nad) ©nglanb, frollanb obet 
Oeutfcblanb rcanbern, — fonbern bier 
in 2Jtilroautee bleiben. 

4) ffoftenfrete8ieferung aQer©djuU 
biicber fiir aQe bieSSoItfc^ule befuepens 
ben ffinber. 

SBenn bie ©tabt ben ffinbern ibret 
Siirger bie 3Jtittel gur ©rlangung eineS 
SSoltSfcbul * Unterrid)tS fidjern mufe, 
bann bebeutet biefeS nidjt atlein ©cbul= 
biiufer.unb fiebrer, fonbern aud) iBiis 


tb’t unb ©d)reibmateriatien. f^iir 
Stanb 5 5)iftritte ift bcfannttidb adjctpr= 
licb eine geiefclicbe Slbftimmung barii= 
ber borgefeb-'n. Oie freie Sieferung 
bon ©djulbtlcbern ift abet ber (ilrmutij 
roegen) in DenStitbten nod) notbroenbi* 
ger als auf bem HJanbe. ®ie ©ad)e 
ift tiberbaupt ftin ©jperiment mebr, 
fonbern ift in bielen ©taoten unb©d)ul= 
©ifiriften mit grofeem ©rfolg Derfucbt 
rooiben. Oie Soften rolirben ficb fiir 
ba§ erfte 2fabr (©rft=Mnfd)jffung) auf 
75,000 OoUarS ftetlen, — fiir jebeS 
toeitere 3abr aber nur etroa $15,000 
pro 3apr betragen. (Sine gibfjere 
©umme roirb betanntlid) gar oft bei 
irgenb einem eingelnen Contrafte pet= 
bubelt. 

5) £)erabfe^ung ber iibermiifjig bo= 
ben ©ebalter unb ©rbfibung ber 
©tbiilter ber fcblecbt begablten Un= 
ter--5ingefte0ten ; Ueberfiiprung aller 
©ebUbrengelber in bie ©tabtfaffe. 
Oiefe ftorberung bebarf roobl teiner 

roeitcren ©rtldrung. 

6) ffileicbmafjige SBerecbnung aller 
SBafferfteuern. 

ffiegenrodriig begablen bie grfifjeren 
flonfumenten unb gabritanten eineit 
niebrigeren B«i§, als bie anbereu 
Siirger. 5)afe biefeS SSerfabren unge= 
reebt unb Dertebrt, liegt auf ber £anb. 
$enn rodbrenb ber $mrd)fd)nitt§biJrger 
baS SBaffer fUr feinen eigenen Sfonfum 
(gunt Itrinfen, ffoben, SSBafben ufro.) 
'gebrauebt, maebt ber Sabritant ©elb 
auS bein fldDtifcbenSBaffer, unb er follte 
beSbalb auf afle gdlle nitbt roeni= 
ger begablen, als eiit gero5bnlid)er 
SBiirger. ©in ffaufmann ober ein 
3rabr;tant, ber Dieie ipoftmarfen ge= 
brauebt, begablt ja beSbulb bocb nidjt 
roeniger bafiit als ein Slnberer. Oie= 
felbe 'Jtegel mufe fiir atle dffentlicben 
Vlnftalten gelten. 

7) Unabbdrgigteit bet ©tabt in 
ibren eigenen 3lngelegenbeiten, ibre 
©rlbfung bon ben 2>ictatcn ber 
©taatslegislatur. 



JJegenrodrtig merben unfere ftdbti= 
fc^cn Mgelegenpeiten tpatfdcplicp burcp 
bie 2egi3latur beforflt : b. p. burd) bie 
garmer unb gerfelftecper bom 2 anbe, 
meldpe bie 2egi3latur pauptfddjlicp au§= 
macpen; bie aber, felbft ttienn fie eprlid), 
bon ben SBebiirfniffen einer grofeen 
©tabt nur fepr tnenifl berftepen. Oie 
©adpe roirb aber nod) babutcp ber= 
fcplimmert, bafj biele biefer „©ountrp= 
gjolititer" ganj befonberS bereit finb, 
in Oingen, roelcpe bie ©rofeftabt be= 
treffen,. an bie $orpotationen au§ju> 
pertaufen, roeil fie e 8 ba tpun tbnnen, 
opne „ju ftaufe" ©timmen ju oer= 
heten.... 

8 ) SBerfcpmeljiung ber ©tabt= unb 
6ountp=5Berroaltung. 

Unfer ©uperbiforemSRatp ift jejjt ju 
einem dffentlicpen 91ergernifj gemorben. 
gr ift fietig mit irgenb einem ©fanbale 
bertniipft,fei e§ nun ein 8200.000 3 ob, 
ober Der SBerfud) eine atme grau ju 
berftipren, bie urn gountt) = Unter* 
ftii&ung nacpfudjt. Me feine roirflid) 
notproenbigen ©elcpdfte fdnnten biel 
Ieidjter unb beffer burd) ben ©tabtratb 
beforgt tnerben. ©olcpe nadpbarlidpe 
ioronfpips, bie bidjt bebdlfert, 
follten bon ber ©tabt anneltirt; bie 
iibrigen Idnblidjen S£oronfpip§ aber an 
bie benadpbarten gountieS abgegebm 
merben, mit bencn ipre 3 ntereffen fa 
bod) ibentifd) finb. 

9) Jteinem pribatenSBiirger unb tei* 
ner pribaten ©efellfcpaft barf ^Joligeis 
geroalt berliepen merben. 

$ie’„£>umane ©ocietp" unb ifjr 
„Penerabler" SHgent SR. ®. SQB^ite^eab 
follten al 8 SBarnung bienen. SR. ®. 
Sffipitepeab murbe bon ber spribat* 
©efeUfcpaft.'ber er bient, al§ ©uferin= 
tenbent, roiebergerodplt, trofc ber er= 
btttdfenbett ©dpulbbemeife, bie gegen ipn 
botlagen. Oagegen murbe j. SB. ein 
©uperbifor, gegen ben nur ein (biel 
milb.rer gall) borlag, bon ben 3Bdp= 
lern fcpon bei ber S 8 emerbung urn bie 
SRomination (mit SRecpt) jutiidgeroiefen. 
5Der moralifcpe Unterfdpieb aroiffpen ben 


©timmgebern im atlgemeinen. -unb bet 
pocpbornepmen „©umane ©ocietp", 
jeigt fid) ba recpt braftifcp. UebrigenS, 
rniirbe bie $urd)fiiprung biefer gorbe* 
rung and) berpinbern, bafe iJ 5 interton= 
OetettibeS, ^Brioat = ^Solijeiteute ufm. 
bon SJorporationen gegen SBitrger an= 
geraorben unb beniipt merben tdnnten. 

10) DieSBiirger fotlen ba5SRed)t et= 
paltenipre ©teuern abfd^lagSroeife ju 
japlen. 33ei berfpdteter 3aplung foil 
nur ein geringer 3<n3 pinjugeredjnet 
merben. Sleingigentpum foil bertauft 
merben, roeil bieSteuern barauf nicpt 
entridjtet rourben. SRad) Mlauf einer 
geroiffen grift foil e§ bielmepr in 
ftdbtifcpen SBefifc iibergepen. 

®ie SBergiinftigung, feine ©teuern 
in SRaten bejaplen 3 U bttrfen, miirbe 
eine grleid)terung fitr bie drmeren 
Sajjapler unb ’llrbeiter bebeuten. ©8 
miiroe ferner bie SReal-gftate^aififdje 
berpinbern, 5laj^itel aufjutaufen. 
Unb bie ©tabt tdnnte auf biejc SDBeife 
roertpbotleS ©runbeigentpum, fttr 
©cpulpdufer unb dffentlicpe ©ebduoe 
ermerben, ftatt bafs biefeS ©runbeigen* 
tpurn ben |)dnblern in bie £)dnbe aQe. 

11) ®ie 6 infiiprung ftabtif(per 2 eip= 
dmter,um bn§ Uebel bes ©ppotpetem 
SIBucperS auSjurotten. 

©3 ift traurig genug, bafe in biefem 
jungen, reidpen unb grofeen 2 anbe 
folcpe jjnftitute notproenbig gemorben 
finb- s 2 Iber fie finb eben notproenbig 
gemorben. Unter ben peutigen Um= 
ftdnben ftnb Sflrbeiter pdufig opne 
eiqeneS SBerfdjulben aufeer SMrbeit, unb 
bann finb fie ben „Spattle=3Rortgages 
Sfflu^erern" auf ©nabe unb Ungnabe 
Uberliefert. gdlle, mo bie armen 
2eute ba3 Original-Capital nodp fcpuU 
beten, nadpbem fie innetpalb roeniger 
donate baS brei= unb bierfacpe ber 
©umme an 3 i n f en bejaplt paben, 
finb pdufig. 2)ie SEeufel in SKenfcpen^ 
geftalt berftepen e 8 bie ©dputbberfcpteW 
bungen fo auSjuftellen, bafe ba§ ©efe^ 
ipnen ni^ts anpaben fann. ©ine 


ftabttfd)e spfanbfeif) = dnftalt tfinnte 
felbft mit einem febr niebrigen 3in§- 
fufee febr leicbt bie eigenen Untoften 
b'dtcn unb augenblitflid) Biel 6lenb 
milbern. 

12) $)ie©tabt unb Da§@ounti) foH= 
ten ’J)rbeit§beDUtftigen SBefdjaftigung 
geben. 

$ie ©tabt tfinnte ba§ febr leid)t 
tbun, baburd), bafs fie bie 2lrbeit»lofen 
bei fldbtifibenSBerbefferungen, ©ttafsen= 
unb anberen Sauten anfleden roiirbe. 
Unb jroar follte niemalS eine Slrbeit 
Durd) „5Jtenfd)enbanbe" getban roerbeti. 
bie per *0tafd)ine getban tnetben fann ; 
benn in ber ffonturrenj mit ber 
ddafdjine ift peutjutage bie franbarbeit 
be§ dienfdjen faft roertbloS. dur 
burcb bie SBerbinbung ber 9denfd)en» 
arbeit mit ber $flafct)ine tonnen jifct 
nod) bebeutenbe defultate erjielt roer« 
ben. 

13) $>ie 93olf§partei fprid)t fid) ju 
©unften be§ 2BiDerruf§ De§ Don ber 
lenten UegiSlatur ongenommenen 
©teuerbinter*iebung§gefe&e§ au§,ftir 
toeld)e»depublifaner roie Cemofraten 
ftimmten. ©ie roeift mit $erad)tung 
auf bie beud)lerifd)en 93erfpred)ungen 
beiber jener Sflarteien bin, beren s Ber= 
gangenbeit ebenforoobl belannt ift.roie 
bie $batfad)e, bafj |ie oadig unter ber 
$*ntrode Don Jforporationen fteben, 
unb benfelben mitSleib unb©cele Der= 
fauft finb. 

0bfd)on bie le&te 2egi§latur iiber= 
miegenb republitanifd) roar, fo roar 
bennod) ber ^>aupt=„C)eeter* bet Gorpo* 
rationen unb ber befte dgent fitr alle 
torrupten dtafcbinationen—ein 2)emo» 
trot Unb Die§ ift djarafteriftifd) ftir 
atle utifere legiSlatiDen Jfflrperfd)aften. 


6§ beftebt tbatfit<b!ieb nur ein Unter* 
fd)ieb jroifcben ben beiben alien $ar= 
teien, nflmlid) foroeit ber SBefifc ber 
Slemter in SBetrac^t tommt. ©onfi 
beftebt feiner. 

SBeibe finb organifirte IBanben Don 
2lu§beutern, roeld)e Da§ SSolt fbftema= 
tifcb febeeren. ®a§ ©teuerbinter* 
jliebung§--®efe&, eingefdbelt Don einem 
®emotraten unb paffirt Don einer 
republitanifcben Segislatur, ift nur ein 
SSeifpiel Don Dielen. dur bie 93olt«= 
partei tann ba dbblilfe fcbaffetr, unb 
aucb nur bann, rrenn fie fiegt, obne 
irgettb roeld)e fjufior. ober S3unbeSge= 
noffenfcbaft mit ben alten Hlarteien. ’ 

14. 6be bie ©tabt abfolute (Sigen* 
tbiimerin roirb unb al§ ein©ebritt jur 
ftffentlidjen Jtontrode ber bffentlidjen 
SBertebrSmittel, Derpflidjtet fid) bie 
S3ol!epartei, ftir bengad^ajj fie fieg= 
reid) auS ben HBablen b^borgebt.fo- 
fort ade burd) ftdbtiftbe Drbinanjen 
unb ©taatSgefejje Dorgefdjriebenen 
dtittel anjuroenben.um bie ©trafen* 
babnen etc.^u jroingen,bem3Jolte bil= 
ligere gabrraten ju gerodbren. $ie 
Sfanbibaten finb burd) Die dnnabme 
ter domination berpflid)tet, fttr ben 
Sad ibrerSrrodblung biefe platform 
mitaden in ibrer dlacbtfpbdre liegen- 
ben dtitteln jurdu§ftib*ttng ju btin^ 
gen." 

Where there is a will, there is a 
way ! 2Bo ber SBide Da ift, finbet fid) 
leid)t ein dtittel. 2Benn bie SolfSpartei 
bie 9dad)t in bie £)anb betommt, 
unb frei Don aden unfauberen 2ldian= 
jen unb guftonen mit ben alten 5par= 
teien ift, bann roirb fie ben dtonopolen 
mandjeS Slunftftiid jeigen, unb ba§ 
obenerrodbnte roirb roabrlid) nkbt ba3 
ftbroerfte fein. 


PEOPLES PARTY CANDIDATES. 
For Mayor HENRY SMITH. 

For Comptroller EDGAR L. WOOD. 

For Treasurer JOS. KOSMiCKI 


NINTH WARD CANDIDATES. 

For Alderman EDMUND BERNER, 
HENRY FLECK. 

For Supervisor ALFRED HICKEL. 

For Justice of Peace JOHN PROTZMANN. 
For Constable JOHN TRAEGER. 
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